CHAPTER X

THE BATTLE OF FORT FISHER

WE were now coming to the final act of the ter-
rific drama of civil conflict. With the length of the
Mississippi in our possession, with every port on the
Gulf of Mexico flying the national flag, our forces
were closing in on the last remnants of the Confed-
eracy, which had only two ports remaining that
would admit of the approach of a vessel of over
twelve feet draught, Charleston in South Carolina
and Wilmington in North Carolina.

Charleston was not so difficult to blockade as
Wilmington. While we had some twenty vessels on
the blockade off Charleston, more than thirty had
usually been watching off the two entrances to Wil-
mington. Even then the runners would frequently
slip by under cover of fog or when a gale was blow-
ing. The Confederates fully realized the strategic
importance of the position, and commanding New
Inlet, at the mouth of the Cape Fear River, was Fort
Fisher, which they had sought to make impregnable
with all the resources at their command. Once both
Charleston and Wilmington were effectually closed,
then, with Sherman's army swinging in northward
and Grant's approaching Richmond, the enemy wasnown Farragut given
